Bruner Was Misquoted 


In the April Backtalk John I. Goodlad, 
in ‘‘Bruner vs. Ebel,’’ made the same er- 
ror I have observed in numerous curricu- 
lum writers since at least 1963. Goodlad 
wrote that Jerome Bruner, in The Process 
of Education, made this statement: ‘‘Any 
subject can be taught in some intellectual- 
ly honest form to any child at any stage of 
development.”’ 

Bruner actually wrote, ‘‘ We begin with 
the hypothesis that any subject can be 
taught effectively in some intellectually 
honest form to any child at any stage of 
development’’ (my emphasis). 

Bruner’s statement of assumption has 
been treated as fact by most people who 
quote it, yet the evidence is simply not 
there to substantiate the Aypothesis. I 
wonder how many children have suffered 
because of it? How could Goodlad, a 
great scholar and researcher, be so sloppy 
on such a critical point? — Donald C. Or- 
lich, professor of education and science 
instruction, Washington State University, 
Pullman. 
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Goodlad Responds 


. In another small book — much 
less read than Bruner’s — James B. Co- 
nant says the following in relation to 
the Malthus hypothesis: ‘‘Such are the 
flashes of genius that result in a great 
scientist’s conviction that a working 
hypothesis is far more than a hypothesis 
— that it is a principle, that it is correct.’’ 

Having discussed the Bruner hypothe- 
sis with Bruner many times years ago, I 
know that he believed in it as a principle. 
He has backed away considerably from 
his position since that time. . . . — John 
I. Goodlad. 


Budd Beat Him to It 


Accolades to William C. Budd for his 
socially relevant ‘‘Is There a Doctor in the 
House?’’ (April Kappan). This informa- 
tive historical piece is long overdue. My 
only other comment is that the author suc- 
cessfully preceded me in writing this arti- 
cle! — David P. Van Ort, 1026 Bradley 
Ave., Eau Claire, Wisc. 


But Unfortunately .. . 


Unfortunately, Budd does not give us 
the best answer to his question, ‘‘Is there 
anything that we as educators in the last 
part of the twentieth century should do 
about the situation?’’ The situation, I 
assume, is the misunderstanding sur- 
rounding the title ‘‘doctor.’’ 

The most appropriate answer is, ‘‘For- 
get it!’’ 

I suggest that the educational com- 
munity follow the lead of the Kappan and 
other reputable publications by ignoring 
titles and initials indicating academic 
degrees. Mr., Miss, and Mrs. (Ms. is a 
handy device so long as it remains in 
vogue) are perfectly satisfactory when 
titles are required. Then we would be 
spared the feeling of distaste that arrives 
with the memo signed ‘‘Dr. Ivan Ego’’ or 
the letter signed by ‘‘Ima Somebody, 
Ed.D.”’ 

Well, it will likely never happen, but as 
for me, I shall remain: Joe Rushing, Tar- 
rant County Junior College Dist., Fort 
Worth, Tex. 
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